March 8th 1875
Dearn Mothen

Yourn Letten was recedved all
night. and 1 ment to have wrnitten before. the only escuse
I have got is that it has been 40 cold herne that it took us
most of the time Lo keep warm. 1 Think 1 never was whene it
was quite as cold as Lt has been here forn the Last two months.
It was about impossible to keep comforntable,, we have had
two stoves running all of the fime. besids the cook stove,,
and then we was about §roze. 1 guess we have got through
the wonst of it. 1t begins to thaw a Little now. and I
guess thenre is a prospect of some warmer weather,, Maggie
and the chifdren are welf and ane making great calculations on
going East. Bentie & Lottie anrne talhing about ther Grandma.
~and what they ane agoing to do when they get down there.
Business 4s verny good good here at present. 1 think we shall
have a good yeans work.) Maggie says (---) Mania she is
agoing to wrnite soon. 1 believe this is all this (time?)

From yourn son AR Morndison

We send our Love to you all

Ans

white soo0n
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- Hoppinton? July the 12th 18757

> Dear Mothexn
.i ' I guess you wilf think that L{s about time
o gfon me to write you. I Legt home three weeks ago.
— I was very tired when 1 got to Mass? (Massachusetts?)
l_ Now I begin feel nested and 1 expect 4if nothing
= happens to be in Skowhegan the (---) o4 next week.
The chikdren arne (------ ----- ). Benties As
very well indeed he seemes to (----- ) every since Left
home.

I §ind it real harnd to travel? with those Little
ones but if Bentie 45 well this summen Lt will (----)
me gorn all my trouble.

I feel nead homesick Lif Anson (was?) here I do not
think that 1 would feel s0. 1 Like the East betten than 1 do
the West.

Mothern wnite to Anson often. 1 know he wilf miss those
Little ones.

I wifl bid you good by Ain hopes fo see you s00n

Your daughten Maggie Morrdison




- Worncesten Augt - the 12th 1875

Dean Mothenr

I white you a few Lines to Let you know how we
got along since 1 fLeft Skowhegan. 1 got along much better
- than 1 expected, Lottie was very good for on the (cars?)
and as forn Bentie he is quite the gentleman traveling.

> My griend met me at the (depoz?).

= I took a hack to the (------- ———----- ). Got my trunk

o checked for therne? and my ticket, then took the horse

(----- ) gon south (----- ) stayed untif Thursday aftexn

= noon? then Mrs. Dyen came to the (----- ) with me seen me on

> the canres? for (------ ) My folkes herne was as glad to see

; me as 4§ I had been gone for (----- ). They are trying verny hand
= o have me stay untill the week aftern next, but don't think

- they will succeed in thein effonts. 1 have my mind made up

to go home next week and they cannot pernsuade me to (--)
any different. 1 go home next Wednesday (evening?) if nothing
- happens .

The weather i4 very warm indeed but the children keep verny welt.

- " They have a good apetite and seem to be neal smarnt. The golkes

e Think that Lottie has grown poor but think that Benties has
Amproved. Theins i a young school [----) visiting? henre

v sisten to my nice (neice?) and Lottie is having a neal nice

a time with henr.

- Benties 4s (4in?) the noom with me T ask him what does he

B : want. Lo say to his Grandmas. TelLf her see some shipes and some
water and Lottie says tell Grandma to send me a Letten. They

v speake of thein Cousin Forest and their Aunty(?) neal often.

I do not think that they will ever forget their trnip East.

" I wilf wnite you again? agften 1 get home don't try to do
much wornk this warm weathex.

" I was s0 graid that you would be sick.
— Give my Love to Mardia and Fornest.

From yourn daughten
Maggie Monnison

I did think that could send this Letten
s0 you could hearn from us Saturnday? but
_ I could not seem to get around to it.

2 | Tell Marnia that T wiflf wnite to hen aften 1 get home.
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Chicago Oct. the 10th 1875

Dear Mothen

I neceived yourn Letten some time ago T was glad
to hean from you to know that you was all weld.

You must think that T am veny ungrateful 4in not writing Lo you
before this 1 did nol think when I Legt Skowhegan that 1 would
be s0 Long without writting.

But come 1 get home theirn was 40 many Little thing to do that 1
have been reafly busy.

We are atl well Bentie and Lottie 4is growing fast? everny day since
they got home. They had a grate time telling thein pa what Zhey
see while they were gone and what nice thing they had to (at?)
grandma's. They speake of you and thein Aunt Mania and Forest so0
much. Bentie say's the next time we go o grandma's pa will have
to come too and then we wilLl stay all the time.

Anson has been out of work he has worked only three week since 1

got home he expects to go 4n againe tomornrow don't know forn how

Long 1 hope all winten. Business 4is nathen dufl 1 am going Lo Try
next yearn to get me a chance Lin one 04 the shopes to wornk at my

ofd trnade 1 could (----) me a good Little ginl to see %o the children
wile 1 was gone. This Lady in Zhe house would see that everything
was night. 1§ T could work once more and help Anson then 1 should
Like to get out of Chicago for 1 must say that my going East has

not made me any more (------ ) to the place. Dislike LL more than
evern. 1 guess Marnia will think that 1 never going to wnite that
Letten 1 have promised. 1 promised s0 many folkes East that 1 would
white as soon as got home and settfed. T guess they wilk thing(k?)
my word is not good for much. This 4is second Letten 1 wrote sdince

1 got home. 1 whofe my folkes in Worcester a few times and this

Lo you

T must say that 1 do not Like %o wiite only when I feel obliged fo

1 am knitting the children some stocking (have got fwo pedice done
1 have put jacket and pants on Bontie 1 wish you could see him he
Looks neal (----) Lottie she growes Like a weed she i8 as fat and
healthy as she can be hex cheekes is Like noses she has changed a
good deal since got home.

Well Mothen 1 bid you good night. Anson foines with me 4in
sending Love to you all, Maggie Mornrison

Lottie and Benties was very much plased with thein Lettens Bentdle
says he is going to put his mony in his bank

PPease write soon and 1 will fry and do
bettern next time
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Maggie is sick. Bertie and Lottie are writing their
grandmother.
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Chicago Feb 13th 18§76

Dean Mothen

Youn Letten was nreceived in due season and we wene venry
gtad to hear from you alf. We have been Lhying to wrnite to
you for the Last six weeks. But we never could seem to get at
At. Bentie has asked two on three times today 4§ we wene
agoing to write to Grandma today. He says he should think it
was about time. He is sitting at the table with his pencit
awniting to you. Lottie has gone fo bed with hen dotf.

She speaks about you, Maria and Forrest most everny day.
She and Bentie nemembex everything they saw or heard while
Lhey wene down East. The weathenr here has been verny nice.
We have nozt had any winten atall. 1t seems just Like the
f4n8L of May.

Business is nathen dull as a general thing, but 1 have
been very forntunate so far. ALthough 1 am working on shont
time, but that is betten than nothing.

I will now draw this to a close and give Maggie a chance
Lo finish it. My Love to you all

From Your Son

AR moanison
white Aoon

Anson has Left noom forn me to wrnite a few Lines. We are getting
along nicely. My health is a good deal betffer than Lt was

when I whote you Rast. Bentie and Lottie are well. They ane
Looking neal well. They go out doons every day. Lottdie

got a Lange dolf at Christmas. She has a neal nice time with
her. She takes hen to bed eveny night.

IL 48 verny sdckly in the city. 1 feel thankfull that my Lititle
ones are well. Business is very dull this winten. 1t is wonse
than any winten we had since we come West. They folkes in the
othen pant of the house (very? idle?) most three month. Thenre
44 80 many out of emplLoyment. I hope the time wilf soon change
for the best. 1 suppose that Maria will think us (----) fon
not wrhiting. T must write to hex soon.

Bentie and Lottie wants to (---) to Grandma and send hern s0me
scnip. Give my Love to Maria and Fornest. From your af§ daughten

Maggie Mornison
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Hopkinton (Mass) Jan 23rd 1877

Mrs. Mornison,

I neceived your missive, and (although a strnangen)
was veny glad to hearn from you, on account of the children,
they speak 30 much of you. T Lnfended %o wnite before Lo you
some time ago for I know you would Like to hean from the
children, and afso to acknowledge the rneceipt of the books
thein Aunty sent at Chnistmas. This pleased the children
very much indeed; they got a great number of presents, from
thein friends. The children are welf, and penfectly
contented, and happy. They seem to know no other home.

They dont §oxget thein mother but always speak of hern, as 4in

The

heaven. y seem to nealize it akl (7). Bentie was not
very well, when he firnst came, but now he is healthy and weklk.
He x4 not (-=---- | at all but seems to be more boydish Zhan

formenly. He got a present of a pain of Long Legged boots.

1 think that has a gheat deal to do with it. He feels pretty
manly with them on. T must say Lottie Ls a very bright child,
one could not help Loving hex, she has such winning ways.

and is s0 cheernful afways. 1 presume they wilf go Zto school

in the sprning. They can telf all the Letlenrs and spell sevenal
wonds. They necognized your picturne at once and kissed 4%,
they seem to think so0 much of you. They teff about Loys you
gave them to play with , and wish they could see you agadin.

T heand from thein father a Shornt Lime ago. He was Ain St. Louds
then, visiting his brothen, but was %o neturn %o Chicago the
foLlowing week. And if work was not bettern than 4i£ had been,
thought of coming east. He was well, but missed the children a
great deal. Lottie & Bentie send kisses Lo grandmothern & aunty

and will try to be good children.

with much reganrd

Mns. A. Phipps




