by Joe Koller

It was a falling wooden barricade and not
a heavenly shower of meteorites that
laid LaBarge low and almost sent
him in a comatose state to the funeral pyre...

HEN CAPFTAIN Joseph LaBarge

wis past the doughty age of B,
he grimly recalled a nighi of terror when
the sky blazed an sstral omen angd death
hung owver the flooded Missouri River,
By Winter Count—the Sious people's
pictograph calendar— this vear of phe-
nomenon wos 183%

Al I8 wears of age LaBarge, an appren:
tice clerk on the American For Come
pany’s sicamboai Yellowsione, was head-
ed up the wild Missouri with a 3175000
cargo for Fort Union. the company's
trading post. A night stop was made a
a tmbered island in Dakota and the
Bawser ted 10 a tree. Roustabouls went
ashore to replenish the ship’s fuel supply.
Az Meproes toiled by firelight an axeman
doubled up on the ground and gyrated
in agony. Dread ook possession of his
companions, LaBarge, unaware of this,
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was in his cabin bunk, doing alf 10 sleep,
but the experience that was (o scar his
memory for life was just then shaping up.

'f-:rung LaBarge was being trained for
a irasder's life. Pierre Chouteau, mernchant
prince of 5t. Louis, had transferred him
from store to ship service (o broaden his
experience under “challenging” condi-
Ly,

At this time, foo, the porthwest of
Lewis & Clark was being looted of its
fur harvest by the Canadians, who used
whiskey and Hudson Bay guns to tarn
tribes  against the licensed American
trasders that came up the Misour. For
decades this river of hazards knew only
the voyagers that paddled and cordelled
keelbaats upstream 10 Fornt Union and re-
turmed by keel or Mackinaw crafis with
fur tonnage for the 5t Louis market.
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" Captain Juseph LaBarge.

The American Fur Company, headed
up by Pierre Chouteaun and Alexander
Mackenzie, planned the defeat of such
competition by Iniatng steam power
traffic. In 1832 the Yellowstone, o Mis-
sissippi side-wheeler, churned its way up
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the river o Fort Upion and back.
LaBarge. aboard it, saw Indians fall on
their faces ar sight of the fire-belching
monster that walked on water under the
whiteman's magic. However. more knowl-
edgeable squawmen soon dispelled sach
awe, and the ship was fired on when it
returnied downriver.

[t was LaBarpe’s amblion to advance
from clerk to pilar and from pibet to com-
mamd, Being Chouteau’s protege inflo-
enced the Caplain to invite LaBarge to
the pilothouse o acquaint him with the
helmsman’s duties and responsibilities.
While steering a craft the pilot had to
watch the channel and avold floating
trees. buried soags, and hidden sand-
bars,

One pilot even encouraged LaParge to
imke bricf turns af the wheel. for the
short. stocky youth had been raised on
the Mississippi, and knew waterways.

On this second venture up the river
the Yellowstone was ambushed by Ine
dians on & riverside blull. One man was
killed nnd three ofhers were wounded in
the attnck. A plank barricade was erected
for emergency cover on deck. That ter-
ribbe night the ship was safely moored
i ihe idond iree and everything seemied
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shipshape when LaBarge turned in.

He awoke suddenly. his heart pound-
ing a5 if with presenrment of the diffs-
cult time ahesd. He heard clamor smd
pisiol shots on the land. There were
running steps on deck.

“Cap'n!™ someone bawled.

LaBarge, wide awake, noticed a strange

ruddy glow that filled the cabin. He was
pulling on a pair of breeches when a
fiery object streaked past the window.
He hastemed out on deck and stopped
ghoet, transfived by the awesome spec-
facle, '
The heavens were ablaze. Flary-tailed
guns slashed the firmament, casting a
lurid light and emitting a weird roar,
The wvast riverscape wad alive with kalei-
doscopic shadows. There was bedlam and
commadion on both island and ship. The
conglomernted aspects advanced one
thoughi—it was doomsday; (he workd was
being destroyed by fire!

Joseph LaBarge's legs gave way. Cold
ague shook him. He was wordless. Rowst-
abouts rashed wp the enmpandomway.
The pankcsiricken MNegroes upset the
barricpde and the plank wall fell on
Joseph LaBarge. knscking him oaf. ..

When his eves opened again he was

in his bunk. The sun seemed 1o be shin-
ing and the sky was blue. Bur his hesd—
his bandaged head throbbed with pain
and he remembered the barricade falling
on him.

Japitor, the shiny-haired galleycook
wis bepding over him. As LaBarge open-
d his eyes, the man gave a grunt of re-
lief. "Yuh was bein® toted 1o the barial
fire b'fore us savvied you all was alive,
suh.” His fat, friendly face offered a grin,

LaBarge remembered the burning
clowds, “Whnt happened?™ he azked.

Jupdtor gave the Caplain's explanation.
It was & meteor shower. Falling stars. He
explained that there had been additional
iragedy; an cpidemic, and a revolr

| The wood choppers visiting the island

had found Indinn burials and they had
been umable to refrain from molesting
them in their greedy search for wrophies.
Out of such desscration had seeped the
fumes of cholern, claiming victims on
island and ship, The officers had (ried 1o
quell the panic. but it had been mext 1o
impossible to command calm, Some men
stole small boats and abandoned the ship
under fire. Some bewikdered Negroes had
leaped into the niver. The cholera-dend
(Conninmed on poge 47

Photoy 5. Chake. Hib orez ) M otsim.

Dr. Walter A. Burieigh, Dakata
Territory's delegate to Congress.
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{Continued from page 17)

had been burned on the islumd. hat chere
were deseriers who relused 1o refum o
the ship, fearing it was o ceahirap.

LaBarge, wondering how long he had
been unconscious. wanted o speak 1o
the Captain. but his aching - head
weakened him, and his leps would no
support him. He leaned heavily on Jupd-
tor and in this way be stagpered 1o the
officers’  quarters. Without knocking
Jupitor opened the door and they enter
ed. He gestured to o figure huddled under
a blanket on a bunk.

“Captain. sir?” LaBarge spoke loud
enough to wake 3 sleeper. -

There was mo reply,

Jupitor palhsd uside the blanker. and
LaBarge bewon 1o realize the extemt of
the catasirophe. The Captain was a

COTPEs.

“"He done left paper writin'.” Jupitor
said. packing up a sheet of scrawbed note-
paper of the bedside ahle.

LuBurge planced at it. “Thats for the
pilots.” he =aid. handing it back

“They is dead. too.” Jupitor informed
him, “All de ship’s officers be dead but
youl, sub!™

The ship moved suddenly and LaBarge
lurched against the table, Jupitor uttered
a curse. drew a pistal from his belt-band.
and darting out on deck started shooting
toward the iand. The Yellowsione was
adrift. The Bland deserters had cul the
hawser.

\}m:pl'l LaBarge was born in 1815
St. Louis. His father. a Canadian. had
married 8 Spanish woman and |ocated
in Missouri Territory. The couple raised
three sons. all of whom became river
pibots, Charles was killed in a boat ex-
plosion in 1852 John died a1 the wheel
in 1885. Joseph. the eldess. having been
educated in 5. Lowis, was now on board
the ¥ellowstone on the river of hazards.

Joseph Marie LaBarge. the father of
the bovs, had been up the Missouri with
General Ashley in 18323 and had raken
part in the voyagers' flohi agoinss the
hostile Rees in Dakota. Such a heritage
imbued his sons with the paoneering
spirit. Young Josephs firm clash with
the savages took place when he was six-
teen. His irading pany becanee involved
in the Battle of Bad Axc on the Wisconsin
border. LaBarge's condiwi under. attack
ool him the clerk asugnnwent on the Yol
fowstomne,

Now, with the Yeflewsione riding the
flood-crested river. LuBarge's first con-
cern was for the safely of ship and cargo.
The Caprain’s written order wis fo take
the ship on to Fornt Union bat thisl was
now oul of the yoestion. Jupior helped
LaBarge into the pilod howse, Afier. rest

mancuvening with the equipment LaBarge
managed to petl the ship turned 5o it nosed
downsream. [Despive his head injury. he
gripped the wheel and watched the river,

JHp.il:ﬂ'. having had mafyipﬂ experi-
ence. wsumed the duties of an acting
officer. “If Indians learn of our fix." he
remarked. “de ship and cargo is a goner.”

LaBarge knew that, He had hope of
floating the ship down river 1o some
port where he could dock it. and awaii
help from the Company. “Get the smoke
stacks going.” he urged lJupitor. “Make
it look like we are under full steam,”

However. they could not ver get under
wily—the mixed skeleton crew refused
to function unless the dead bodies on
board were disposed of, 1o minimize
further plague threat. LaBarge acceded
to their demands becawse he thought
the point well taken. The bodies were
cremated in the fire box. 1o make black
smoke, and at last they were on their
way.

The anchor was dropped in midsiream
for night stops. Theré was real risk in
stapping 1o load the wood that had been
piled on banks [or theém by roustabouns.
for the return voyape. By day floating
bogs were snaked out of the river and cut
up for Tuel. Whar LaBarge feared mos

Joseph LaBarge, who became a cap-
tain, received his pilot's licensa
when he was only 19 years old.

wits il mutiny ‘brought on by Jupitor's
slave-drivine 1acries,

And il their rue plight became
kavwn the cargo would be quick loot to
Inalizin pirares: even the three wounded
nicn were placed on the upper deck and
drmed with rifles. When canoes paddied
wstit From shore and Indians held up furs
as i sipn they wanted 1o trade, the deck
guards opened fire 1o deive them away.
To let the Indians learn the ship’s situa-
teon wiould imvile sure atteck and capiure.
There was no help available, In 1833 1he
Dakota region had no rrading posis. army
camps, or white habitations.

Duys later iension slackened as the
wild region fell gradually behind them,
Al lwst. a whisthe blast brought men off
the Fort Alkinson bluff on the lowa side.
and LaBarge brought the Yelowsrowe
longsade the leves,

When the traders there learned of iheir
predicament. weapons were quickly level-

ed to preveni landings. The Veffowsioume
with its cholera threat had (o move on
An Indian Agent shouted 1o LaBarge:
“When you reach Missouri your ship and
contaminated carpo will be burned.. Y on
men will rot in quarantine, That's the
law,™

Dreep gloom settbed on dhe drifting ship.
Alhough there hid been no new cases
since the bodies were disposed of and
the cabins scrubbed with lye water and
fumigated with sulphur fumes,  their
optimism vanished. Upon reaching the
Missouri area some of the men did no
witil to be interrogated— they swam o
shore 1o escape arrest, LuBarge himself
decided fo outwil the law in a bypass of
51 Lowis. in order to save his ship and
cargo. He hugged the [linois side and
ran the Yellowsrone apround on neutral
sail.

As soon as he could —sweary with re-
licf to come to the emd of the dresdiul
run—LaBarge reported 1o Pierre Chou-
teau. Bul nevertheless, he was arrested
by the authorities and the ship and cargo
were impounded! Then the American
Fur Company exercised its influence and
soon the Yelowiroume, with a new cap:
tain and crew. which incleded LaBarge.
headed back up the river o make de
liveries 1o Fort Union,

During winter’s freeze-down. LaBarge
became acting trader at Cabana. a place
which later was to become Omaha’s land-
ing sate,

Four trips up the Missouri convinced
LaBarge that the deeperiding side-wheel-
ers were unsuited for the shallow river.
The voung clerk then wemt 1o work and
designed a flar-bottomed boat with stem-
wheel thrust that the Company built,
This boar. the Aswnibodre, pheased the
Company_ with its test run bat when she
burned in 1835 with a 575000 joad of
furs. the Company discharged LaBarpe
and returned to the fleet of Moating Mac-
kinaws that peovided less harards and

chesper Iransporialion.

Al mimcreen Joseph LaBarge received
hiz pilot license. As a pilol he could carm
51.200 a month during the novicable per-
iod. Bur he wanted 1o command his own
ship. He now built another bost. slightly
smaller. with flat botiom and rear paddle-
wheel, that glided up the Missouri and
even operiled on the Yellowwone River,
He made deliverics and pickups righn in
the fur harvesting field. Being an inde-
pendent carrier. the Company built o
like ship. The Trapper. to meel his com-
petition. They also operated the Gemernl
Brooks. the 5S¢ Marv. apd the Praume
Bird on the Missouri.

A great siir of activity denoted progress
in Dakora in the mid=-1850s. Forn Pierre.
g Chouleau trading post. became a mili-
tary’ estabishment. Forl Randall was
built, s Indian agencies were l_n:::uml
where they couold be served by water

{Continued on page 48]
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shipemenrs. Later came gold srikes in
Idahio and Montana to boom the traffic.

By 186 there were 47 steamers on the
Mlisourt and by 1380 about 75, The (b
b maning aperalions in the mounlains
alwy stepped wp the compedition. Rings
burv's Miviary of Bakenr states thar an
than time ships showed o profil of Trom
SITANN oy SSO0MMD) iR o season™s | g
von. Consequently. many  Mississippi
River ships having palwtial accommeda-
. pons transfierred o Missoori runs: The
stiteroom passenger fare woas 5300 one
wity. Frepght wis taelve cents a pound
or 30 & ton. The highesi point of navi-
EiE o wis Fort Benton. well above Fort
Ulndgn. Ships raced 1o win valughle con-
irpcis. It wais an exciting era on the great
western rivers and especially the Mis
SUHFEL,

During his career years Joseph LaBarye
baili filieen ships and capiained mosi
of them himself. Above Fort Unson the
river narrowed inlo o owinding, fasier
flowing channel. LaBarge built the Clup-
pend o mancover wuch waters ol iop
speed: In @ rawe from 51 Lowis fo Forl
Benton amd back, the Chippewa Beal all
competition and secured a 250-ton con-
tract. His shap macle the 6400 miles round
irip in Bve monthi—consmlersad  goad
Fime.

LuBaree nailed a pair of huge clk horns
on the pilol bouse, so all the caplans
wiorlild keow who won that race, The nexi
weair the Chippesg wis IFRARSpOrting ciar:
po o Momana mines. incleding several
rons of blasting powder. when the ship
caught fire. In Ao time o all the blage
wais oul of control and the crew fled the
vicindey=just hefore the Chippena erept-
e indo @ mughly exphosion,

M-.wl of Muontumis bonanzia gold was
rransported down the river. one way of
amother. Cawlious miners traveled by
Mackinaw boars with hired puards o
protect Their wealth; others patronized
ihe ship's deloxe services. This tvpe af
eraflic atrracted boar pamblers, confi-
dence men. swindlers, ihieves, and Kill-
ers. which incremsed o Captains weight
of responsibility. Sometimes the Moack-
inaw traveler was robbecd and muordersd
by the very guards he hired o progeci
his pold.

In V84T Private Billy Berry. an Ameris
can soldier. shot and Killed Capaain W.0.
Spedars. a touring Brivish army officer.
while both were on LaBarge's ship
Fort Buford, The erime had grave iner-
national repercussions. By the time the
delayed case charging Berry with murder
come o trial, Captain Joseph LaBarge. &
wilness. could ao be located. He had left
the niver.
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overland 1o Virginia City to scout Mon-
iama mining prospecis. From there he
meved by coach fo 5alt Lake City where
he became the house geest of Brigham
Young. He and the church lemder haid
miet when LuBarge wies ferrving Mormaons
avross the Missowri a1 Florence, Nebras
ki. LaBarge could nel be indoced fo
seltle in Uiah, and soon proceeded eisg
over the overlund trail in & return o
the riveer: e had foumd the river hard 1o
wih oud of his hearl wnd life.

Thu.- deek of LaBarnges ship wis o stapge
o which many history makers hisl played
sore small parl. One all. bearded pas
senper asked many guestions about [ne
cian conditions up the Missourd. Belore
they paried the witty, sad-cyed man asked
the Captain would he buy him o good
buflfalo robe some time. LaBarge prom-
e,

The wall stranper had served as Presie
dent of the United States for three years
belore a delecanon made up of Capain
loseph LuBarge. Dr. Walter A. Burleigh.
of Yankion. [LT.. and Charles E. Gal-
pin. of the Indian Service. visited Wash-
im0 report on conditions in Dakoda.
LuBarge ot thot fime delivered the long-
promised buffalo robe and President Lin-
coln. draping it around his shoulders.
expressed his pleasure with the il

The Civil War pericd multiplied the
hazards of commerce on the Mississppa-
Missouri waterway. LaBarge. a Unionist.
had his ship fired on by raiders of both
the Morth amd the South in their forays
for contraband and plunder. LaBarges
ship was armorplated. and often was
commandesred (o fransport men. horses,
and supplies: amd a0 times i1 sefved as a
fhoating fort,

Crm o occusion ihe Gray army order-
ed LuBarge 1o take General Sierling Price
down river to Lexingron. Missouri. for
medical atention. Upon LaBarge's re-
turn 1o Boonwille. same stare. he was
tiken priscnzr und brought before CGener-
al M. Lyons and accused of being a aen-
cout. General Price, expecting this might
happen. had given LaBarge a signed let-
ler stating that L;lE.‘Lrg: had had no
choice in the maiier. This letter saved
the Caplain from a firing sguad.

[ri thie mic- 1RG0y LaBarge (ransported
o load of galvanized Yankees., as Con-
federate prsoners that volusteered for
Imdian fighting were called. up the Mis-
souri lo join General Alfred Sully's com-
manl, Many of dese valpnteer: desernied
o hecome e miners aind raveliers of
Mamraua,

LaBarge being an independent carsier
remained an aciive nval of American
Fur Company ships. and a challenger of
other captains.

The first ships 10 reach Fart Benton in
spring received the best fur and gold
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Company’s Skrevepors. Both ships were
fast and both capiains realous o win
For duys the ships remained within tauni-
velling distance of each arther. Above
where Bismarck is now situated the river
was divided by a long island. and each
ship ook one of its chanmels. erowding
on steam 1o gain distance. When they
apain sighted cach other they were neck
and neck and both pilots were aiming 1o
cenier the main channel where 1he
streams united, In closing the gap be-
tween them the Company pilo pur rud-
der 1o pori and banged the Shreveports
bow apainst the Ewnlies hull. breaking
her railing. Captain LaBarge countered
by sticking a rifle out the window of his
piloihouse and ordering the Company's
pilot 10 back away or eat hot bead. The
Sheevepors edped aside. LaBarge caimed
distance in maneavering the noarmow
channel above Forr Union and was firs
to reach Fori Benton.

In delivering annuity supplies o In-
dian Apencies the Company always un-
derbid independent carriers. LaBarge
claimed the Company could do this be-
cause they cheated the rribes. A1 land-
ings they unloaded only part of an agen-
eyv's shipment and had a crooked agency
official sign the manifesis covering the
full order. The carpo thus stolen was re-
sold to traders or unloaded a1 Company

pl_'ml.'i,

T|'I-'.‘ Misouri-Kansas frontier was in
tarmaail durime ihe war years, In 1E&]
LuBarge’s ship was hired to move o large
delezanon from 5. Joseph 1o Jeflerson
Citv. Missouri, In possing Kansas City
the delegation wiered lowd cheers for
Jefferson Davis, LuBurge had no idea
this members of the pary were Confed-
erates. The incident wis wired 1o o rabid
Limionizt. Col. RD. Anthony at Forl
Leavensworth. who made pluns 1o board
LiaBarge's ship when it put in on its re-
turn irip=and hang its Caplain in & pub-
fie execulion.

LaBarge had imtended io land al Leav-
ensworth but upon spying an unruly crowd
there, he continued without stopping.

In 1362 the Minnesota Uprisang broaght
Mheig Beosciles into Dakota where they
mierzed with Sious hands along the Mis-
souri. While Sully’s command fried o
punish the hostiles the Terriory's Ige
dian Service was irving to resiore onder
by powod works and council mestings. The
Robert Campbell with LuBarge as cap-
fain was senl WpFiver w scoul the sitope
fiwn. On board ship was o peice com-
missioneer named. Lana. and & squamw-
man trade, Culberson: also & small mili
lary escor equipped with rifles and &
small cannaon.

Latra thought ke could bribe the still
rebellious chicls inlo accepling agency
security with gifts, bat LaBarge and Cul-



ments unloaded for them on the river
bank. it indicared thar 1ension and hos-
Llines sl existed. Loita could nor be
convinced of it, He priwtically invited
anack a Tobaceo Garden, south of Fort
L g,

Many Indians lined the bank here mak-
ing fricndly gestures. and the ship drop-
ped anchor off-shore. Latta wanted 1o
join ihe Indians for a council. bul La-
Barge said no. The alternative was 1o
bring a Chiefl 1 the Robert Campbell
amd explain Lanta's program. The Cap-
tain would ot order men o go ashore,
Beiil six of the crew volunteersd. and a
buuil was lowensl. On ship LaBarge or
dered the soldicrs fo foke positions on
deck with weapons at the ready, on dhe
alert for any emergency,

Indians swarmed oul onto the sindbar
where the boat would beach. A befearh-
ered chiel advanced 10 meet the bom.
One sailor stepped out 1o hold it beached,
and as the chiel was aboul (o step inw
the boat he pulled a hidden knife from
a sheath and plunged it into the sailos's
back. The sicersman prodded the boat
from the samdbar and was killed with a
lance. Arrows killed a thind man in the
retreating boat party. Soldiers firing from
the ship were also finding 1argers.

The cannon scattered the crowd, bul
the deadly fight went on. While muskers
were being reloaded shods from shore
hampered the losling crew's safe retum
to ship. Boxes and cargo coses were pik
ed up for a barncade. and canoe parties
msde during artemprs 1o distreet defend-
ers while swimmers tricd o board the
ship. The Tight fassed abour an hour. The
Chiel. mounted. rode up 1o the river hank
in & gesture of bravado. Musket fire kill-
ed both him and the horse. The men on
the ship succeeded in lifting the anchor
and the Roberr Campbell proceeded 1o
Fort Benion,

Th¢ steumboating bonanza ended with
the building of railrosds that provided
faster, yearround competition. Afier
forty years on the river Captuin Joseph
LaBarge was obliged 10 retire.

He had mareied in 182 i hod o Tome-
iy home in 51, Lowis, Here be wis 1o end
hiz days. LaBarge was a history maker
amongst history makers, He had known
Jim Bridger. Father PJ. DeSmer, S.J..
Kir Carson, the martyred brothers of the
Saints’ church. Joseph and Hyram Smith.
fellow rivermen like Captain Grant. mili-
tary figures such as Generals Grant, Lee
Custer. and Fremoni. and many others,

A tract of land he once owned is now
LuBarge Avenue in St Louis. From 1890
o 1594 LaBarge served os a city officiol.
The river veteran died on April 2. 1899,
an the age of H4. and wis buried with
church honors by his friends, the Jesuis
at 51, Lowis, L
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fered. consequently, telling losses.

Keeping up his traveling and promo-
tion, Kinney anended an affair held ar
San Pedro Springs in San Antonio. The
entire population of the city attended the
“reling maiches” on ihe prairne west of
San Pedro Creek. It was a strange and
novel scene with gaily dressed caballaros,
rangers in buckskin shirts, leggins and
slouched hais with pistols and bowie
knaves in their belts. On one side of the
lickd were Comanche Warriors decked out
in savage paint. Opposite were the ran-
gers and a few ranchers with siceple
crown  sombrercs, showy sashes and
slashed irousers.

Astonishing  equestrian  feals  were
performed. There were shooting matches
with bows and arrows and the riding of
wild mustangs, :

There were handsome prizes. pistols,
bowie knives, Mexican blankets, First
prize was won by Kinney's friend Ranger
McMullen. second wemt to Long Quirt,
a Comanche, third 10 HL. Kinney and
fourth 10 Senor Don Rafasl, ranchero
from the Rio Grande. Gifs of all kinds
were presented to the Comanches.

While diplomats discussed the future
of the Republic of Texas in Washington
and Mexico City and Texans considered
annexation to the United States. Henry
Lawrence Kinney waged a pen-andrink
campaign o call avention (o the land
south of the Nueces River, At last be ask-
ed Washingron through Major Andrew
1. Donelson, United States envoy in
lexis, for HX0 men 1o sertle conditions in
the area berween the Nueces River and
the Rio Grande.

Gen. Zackary Taylor arrived with—
nut 400 men—but 4000 rroops. Kinney's
Trading Post was named Corpus Christi
and Kinney's pariner was the postmaster,

Now the cart trains and pack horses
were few and far between but Kinney
had the army trade, which was good.

For eight months the troops were
encamped in Corpus Christi. When they
left for Mexico, Kinney went with them.
furnishing guides 1o the Rio Grande.
With the Quariermaster’s Corps, Kinney's
fluency in Spanish and knowledge of the
Mexican character was invaluable. He
waas ciled for bravery during the Baile
of Monterey and for personally delivering
important papers.

After the Trealy of Gaudalupe was
signed Kinney returned to Corpus Christi
and his ruined trade. The troops were
gone and the Hangers-on, the gamblers.
the camp women—to the amount of
2000. The place was desolaic. Being a
man of actdon Kinney did something

in morthern and ecastern papers, glowing
advertisements were placed describing
Corpus Christi as the “ltaly of America™
and “The Naples of the Guill.” Literature
wics distributed by agents in Ireland,
Scotland, England. the Isle of Wighi—
even in Germany. Extravagant claims
were made. “Pears grow wild™ was one
statement although it was nod explained
that they were known as prickly pear
apples.

Settlers arrived by the boatload. Most
of them stayed, A few went on 1o better
furming aress. Immigrants were sodd
100 acres of land at one dollar per acre
and each man was required 1o buy ten
COWE.

The 1950 cemsus enumerated TI0
persons in the town of Corpus Christi;
350 whites. 147 slaves, one free Negro,
and 112 in an army detachment.

In 1549, no longer King of the Wild
Horse Desert. Kinney was kingpin of a
larger arca. He was elected 1o the
legslature 10 represent Nueces. Refugio,
Cameron and Gaoliad Counties,

Algo, in "9 news of the pold strike in
California swept the Nation. Kinney saw
this a5 another boom for his wown. Again
he inserted advertimements in the news-
papers. They sinted thot the shoness
sl |.|1.|.i|:i.¢:.l roke [ the Bl Dorado was
by boat (o Corpus Christi and overland
through San Antonio amd El Posao,

Again the town was o busiling place.
While 1he 1;11||.I seebers lomded with naose
wf their supplies they leked wapons amd
teams, Ranchers drove in mostangs, The
streets echoed 1w the bliwksmith™ anvil
and the fumbling of heavy wagons de-
parting.

B:Tnn— all the California bound
travelers had departed Kinney had an-
pdher iden. A poud will merchandisimg
trip was launched.

Rinney and Aubrey hod dissobved their
partnership some time during ihe
Mexican War, Later Kinney teamed up
with Gen. William L. Cazneau “to engape
i husiness a1 Corpus Christi and on the
Mexican Border {or purchase and sale of
rverchandise for cash and produce.”

The pariners plunned the goodwill
trip with the help of Brigadier William
Mann. Fily wapons and carts loaded with
merchondise had rendezvous wt Cusa
Blanca thirty miles up the Nueces River.
Some wagons were drawn by 03 many os
twelve span of oxen. One hundred per-
sons accompanied the wagons, leamsiers.
scouls, guides and many prominent men
of the town. bost of the town journeyed
to Casa Blanca to witness the train get
underway.

A plow share was afflixed 1o a wagon
to mark a trail to the Rio Grande. This
trail was followed by cart and pack traing
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